University of Minnesota Morris Digital Well

University of Minnesota Morris Digital Well
Campus News Archive

Campus News, Newsletters, and Events

2012

The Bridgford Summer Scholars Program In Memory of Roy O.
Bridgford (1888-1972)
University Relations

Follow this and additional works at: https://digitalcommons.morris.umn.edu/urel_news

Recommended Citation
University Relations, "The Bridgford Summer Scholars Program In Memory of Roy O. Bridgford
(1888-1972)" (2012). Campus News Archive. 7.
https://digitalcommons.morris.umn.edu/urel_news/7

This News Article is brought to you for free and open access by the Campus News, Newsletters, and Events at
University of Minnesota Morris Digital Well. It has been accepted for inclusion in Campus News Archive by an
authorized administrator of University of Minnesota Morris Digital Well. For more information, please contact
skulann@morris.umn.edu.

The Bridgford Summer Scholars Program
In Memory of Roy O. Bridgford (1888-1972)
The Bridgford Summer Scholars Program was established in memory of Roy O. Bridgford,
long-time agronomist at the West Central School of Agriculture and Experiment Station, by
his daughter, Betty Bridgford Orvis, and her husband, Robert E. Orvis Sr., of Phoenix,
Arizona. The program will support summer research and internship opportunities for
students who are interested in expanding their knowledge of and experience with both
agriculture and food and crop production.
Roy 0. Bridgford was born in Indianapolis, Indiana, on April 16, 1888. He graduated from
Broad Ripple High School in 1907 and received his bachelor of science degree from Purdue
University in 1912. Scholar, educator, researcher and crops scientist, Professor Bridgford
was known for his research and experimental work with crops throughout Minnesota and
the upper Midwest.
Professor Bridgford served as agronomist at the West Central School and Experiment
Station for 38 years, from 1918 until his retirement in 1956. During his 38 years at the
West Central School and Station, Professor Bridgford taught classes on crops, soils, and
plant diseases in addition to supervising all crop research. Throughout this time he
conducted the state’s oldest continuous crop rotation and fertilizer project, which resulted
in many beneficial discoveries.
Shortly after his retirement from the University, Professor Bridgford accepted an
assignment to teach agronomy at the National University of Seoul, Korea, and to work in
conjunction with the International Cooperation Administration toward the rehabilitation of
this war-torn country. Professor Bridgford’s Korean assignment was supposed to last for
six months; he chose to stay for four years. According to his account, after the Korean War,
the land was decimated. The Korean government distributed to its farmers only two types
of grain to grow, one of which failed. As a result, the Korean people were starving.
Professor Bridgford dedicated himself to saving the South Korean people by importing
more than 1000 different grains via the Army Post Office. He not only worked tirelessly to
research, to experiment, to develop, and to improve many types of crops, but he also
developed new varieties which successfully grew in the South Korean soil.
Professor Bridgford returned to the United States in 1961 and lived in Morris until his
death in 1972.

